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A grand Kent manor house
and stretch limousine
ensured Fiona Hennessy felt
like a princess during her
marriage to Dave Winney.

When Fiona Hennessy walked elegantly
down the red carpet at Eastwell Manor to
take her wedding vows she felt like a princess
in a real-life fairytale.

Her sleek and contemporary flowing dress
with stunning beadwork detailing was made
by D'Zage in palest pink polydupion.

Her bouquet, a special gift from a guest,

was pink roses with white bouvardia and
viburnum foliage.

What few onlookers would have realised, is
that just six months earlier she had been in a
wheelchair after damaging her spinal column
in a fall down some stairs and had undergone
months of physiotherapy.

Fiona says: “When we got engaged at
Christmas last year I was in a wheelchair and
I really did not think I would be able to walk ¢
very far. | honestly didn’t mind where we got |
married, but David, whose family live near :
Deal, is very romantic and had fallen in love
with Eastwell Manor. He said he wanted me
to be a princess for the day no matter what
happened and we both loved the stunning
setting."”

The night before the wedding, Fiona stayed
in the hotel’s Northumberland Suite with
her sister, Julie. Mandy, David’s sister, who ~ }
played the role of ‘best man’ stayed overnight :

in one of the hotel’s mews cottages.

On the day of the wedding, David, sporting
an orchid buttonhole in his olive green
smoking jacket, joined family including
Fiona’s sons Drew, 20 and Max, 13, tohead
for the venue in a Hummer H2 16-seater :
limousine. The limo had plasma screen TVs,
a complimentary champagne bar and colour-
change optical lighting.

As both Fiona’s parents have passed away,
she took the arm of family friend John
Debenham to walk her to the ceremony, held
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in Eastwell Manor s Italianate walled Maids’
Garden with its gazebo.

Guests watched, while John and a very
nervous Fiona walked over a romantic bridge
over a lily pond and down the red carpet to
the strains of Someone to Watch Over Me by
Patti Austin.

Then Fiona and David, both 40, took their
vows in front of 78 guests.

Readings from family and friends were Yes,
I'll Marry You My Dear by Pam Ayres and the
lyrics from Perhaps Love, by John Denver.
Looking back on the day, Fiona says: “We
were both a bag of nerves. Sharing the day
with our nearest and dearest was most the
important thing for us.”

: She said of their photographer, Darryl
i Curcher: “He really helped make the day

special — he made everyone feel at ease and
took an amazing variety of shots of us, our
guests and the venue. The whole photo
experience through to creating the album was
just great.”

She added: “It was a really special day with
so many lovely moments. The readings made

i it very personal and the registrars were really

good and made it feel very special.”
The couple, who will live in west Kent, spent

¢ their honeymoon in Jamaica.

Feeling a little
Monte Carlo... :

And one piece of advice for the big day?
Fiona says: “It was a bit of a mistake not

having any ushers, you do need them to run
¢ about.”

All pictures by Kent-based Darryl Curcher Photography. Ring 01892 616647. See www.darrylcurcher.com
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EXTRACT FROM YES, I’'LL
MARRY YOU e G
MY DEAR —~

by Pam Ayres

|

‘Yes I'll marry you, my dear,
You may not apprehend it,

But when the tumble-drier goes
It’s you that has to mend it,
You have to face the neighbour
Should our labrador attack him,
And if a drunkard fondles me
It's you that has to whack him.”’




Left Fiona Hennessy
and Dave Winney in
a cascade of confetti

. EXTRACT FROM PERHAPS LOVE
f by John Denver
Perhaps love is like a resting place
A shelter from the storm
It exists to give you comfort
It is there to keep you warm
And in those times of trouble
When you are most alone
The memory of love will bring you home

o ' - ' / Eastwéﬁ Manor,
.. o f .. resplendent
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For full list of Kent stockists of D'Zage dresses see
www.dzage.co.uk

Eastwell Manor, near Ashford. More details at
www.eastwellmanor.co.uk

The cheese tower was by the No Name Delicatessen
in Deal, chairbacks were from www.wegotitcovered.
co.uk, limo from www.wildstretch.co.uk. Jewellery
was from Debenhams and Fiona's tiara was

from www.confetti.co.uk. David's jacket was from
www.favourbrook.com




